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By Lacey Haussamen

In June 1981, scientists in the United States teddhe first clinical evidence of a dis-
ease that would later become known as acquired modweficiency syndrome, or AIDS.
As early as 1985, at least one case of HIV wasrtegan every major region of the
globe. Twenty five years later, the AIDS epidemastspread: more than 40 million
people are living with HIV today, and over 25 nati have died of AIDS.

Though the Joint United Nations Program on AIDS AIDS) became operational in

1996, the UN Security Council did

not discuss the virus until

2000. Soon after, a Declaration of

Commitment on HIV/AIDS was

announced, pledging worldwide co-

operation in fighting the spread of

the disease. In June of this year, the

UN held a special session to assess

the world’s progress five years

later. Though some positive deci-

sions were made, the overall out-

comes of the meeting were disap-

pointing, and evidence of genuine

commitment in the fight against Sizakele Keswa, 13, holds the only picture of her

global AIDS is lacking. deceased mother in South Africa. There are cur-
rently over 12 million AIDS orphans worldwide.

Failure to aggressively address the

impact of the disease will take the

worst toll on the most impoverished people in owrld: As a result of poverty, con-

flict, violence against women and girls, a lackappropriate education, high-risk behav-

ior, gender inequality and a number of other samoemic factors, people living in the

least developed regions, such as many countriddrica, are most adversely affected

by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

HIV/AIDS and Africa Today
After 25 years of attention, the escalation of globlDS continues. In 2005 alone, five

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1) for human development known as the Millennium Devel
million people were newly infected. Over 3 millipeople opment Goals (MDGs). The MDGs aim to galvanize the
died last year of AIDS, 570,000 of whom were cleldr international action necessary to halve extremeeppy
under the age of fifteen. 25.8 million of thoseerted live provide universal access to primary education, ptem
in sub-Saharan Africa, the worst affected regionttie gender equity, and halt the spread of HIV/AIDS. Udjo
world. Just ten percent of the world’s populatimes in the goals are supposed to be met by 2015, verynipov-
sub-Saharan Africa, yet the region is home to G0ge of erished nations are on track to meeting them, asmoh e
the world’s HIV/AIDS infections. In countries suels Le- fewer rich nations are providing the assistancey the
sotho and Swaziland, up to 1 in 3 adults is infgcte pledged, including the U.S. Millions of lives haimgthe
balance as international leaders now disavow tipeevi-
There is a worldwide trend whereby the diseasénieti ous commitment to more fully respond to the HIV/AD
to those marginalized by society because of theirdgr, pandemic.
age, race, social or economic status or sexuahtatien.
A vicious cycle has emerged in which poverty, imtipa- People of faith are uniquely called to work to etsesuf-

lar, creates conditions favorable to the fering of millions of people worldwide, espe-
spread of the virus, and AIDS in turn cially in Africa. With all of the progress Afri-
deepens the poverty of affected families can countries have made in prevention educa-
and communities. Impoverished and mar- tion, medical treatment, stigma reduction and
ginalized people have limited access to improvement in quality of life, the AIDS pan-
resources such as health care information demic is still spreading and affecting more peo-
and services. ple daily. How can we, the Church, claim to
stand in solidarity with Africa unless we face
The effects of the pandemic are unmis- this problem with full force and address the
takably harsher on women and children. underlying causes of poverty, conflict and ine-
Seventy-seven per cent of all new infec- guality that exacerbate this pandemic?
tions in sub-Saharan Africa are among
women and young girls. In order to sup- Perhaps many people do not take action be-
port themselves and their families, women cause they cannot see up close the devastation
are often forced to adopt behaviors that of AIDS. If people really saw this, they would
expose them to HIV infection. A doctor tends to an insist that something be done. Unfortunately
AIDS patientin Benin.  the people who have the resources to defeat
AIDS has also caused a bulging popula- global AIDS do not see the worst of it, and

tion of orphaned youth who are in danger of gromapgn those who see and live it everyday most often thekre-

an environment devoid of care and guidance. Thie sifa sources to address it.

this tragedy is difficult to comprehend. Every ¥taends,

another child is orphaned by AIDS. Throughout theld; As a country with plentiful resources, the U.S. triagke

some 15 million children have been left parentl&dsst, responsibility to care for and work with brothersdasis-

about 12 million, are in sub-Saharan Africa. By @0the ters of other lands. The U.S. government could liehm

total could surpass 25 million. Paulina Muchinaldfl- more proactive in leading the world to find lastisglu-

AIDS says, “Why is it that we don’t love our chitr the tions to the AIDS crisis.

way they deserve to be loved? It is our moral easibil-

ity to protect these children.” President Bush announced in 2003 the Presidentasr£m
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, a five year, $15 billiplan to

The disease wipes out the most productive sectsoof combat the spread of HIV/AIDS around the world. Whi

ety, undermining economic development efforts, atite initiative is a welcome investment in this aguis has

threatening to keep entire generations of peoplgittain a faced serious challenges. Funding is often irregwaus-

cycle of poverty, poor health, exploitation and tledn ing cutoffs in medical treatment. Drugs purchasedhie

order to make treatment sustainable, health sysiemms- Plan come from U.S. companies, as opposed to caegan

poverished countries need to be critically assessidindia and South Africa that offer cheaper genérugs.

strengthened and scaled up. And much of the funding is tied to “behavior chahpgeo-
gramming which often does not match commonly under-
What Lies Ahead stood best practices in dealing with the disease.

In 2000, UN member nations agreed to pursue bentisma (Continued on page 3)
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Following a recent meeting between Southern Sudanewen if such an agreement includes amnesty fot kede-
Vice President Riek Machar and Lord’s ResistanamyAr ers. Archbishop John Odama, to galvanize supporthi®
(LRA) leader Joseph Kony, peace talks have beeanergtalks, announced in mid July that, “Our people haué
ized and are currently taking place in Juba, Sumaween fered enough. They are tired of staying in camps.”
representatives of the LRA and Government of Uganda
Past attempts at negotiations (1994, 1998, 20004)20The U.S. government has been moderate in its emdors
failed due to a perceived lack of commitment froothb ment of the talks. U.S. Assistant Secretary ofeStat Af-
parties. rica Jendayi Frazer announced during a recent tasit
Uganda that, “We believe that the priority has ¢opeace.
The Juba initiative, however, seems to be the mashis- As for the pursuit of that peace, we are quite opemow
ing in the twenty year history of the conflictidstmediated we achieve it. But that is the priority: to stogettvar.”
by a third party (the government of southern Sudan) Subsequent statements from the U.S. Embassy in &amp
comes at a time of increased pressure on all groufjee  have however been more cautious, supporting thenUga
region to cease acts of violence. The Ugandan gowemt dan government’s willingness to talk peace but alsit-
has called for a rapid process to arrange for tineesder ing for prosecution of LRA leaders.
of LRA fighters, but rebel leaders have called fioore
substantive talks that also address longstandiegayices For now, the world waits in apprehension as faopenhfor
against the government. an end to twenty years of terror for more than mithion
people in northern Uganda looms on the horizon.
While many Western governments have expressed oor
over the possibility of offering amnesty from prosgon
to LRA leaders as part of a peace deal, peopl@ithern
Uganda overwhelmingly support any agreement thét
end the war and allow displaced persons to retomeh
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On July 30th, for the first time since gaining ipdadence ing violence and instability (which in the last leig/ears
in 1960, Congolese people will cast votes to etketr has caused more deaths than any conflict since YYVitll
next President. Congo’s only democratically-ele®ede will be an important first step. Much more natioraild
Minister, Patrice Lumumba, was assassinated in B9l international investment is needed to build inftasture,
replaced by 45 years of military despots and ridzders. disarm rebel groups, and develop a democratic reulté
During these years, the Congolese people haversdffeinternational attention shifts away from the counfol-
through immense violence and repression. lowing the elections, a very real danger exists aimy for-

ward momentum will be lost and a return to war imemit.
While the election will not be a solution to Cong@ngo-

Take Action Today!
Visit AFIN’s website (www.afjn.org), click on thegdnda
campaign link, and send a letter to your memberSanf-
gress urging support for this important initiative!

(Continued from page 2) role to play in this fight, and AFJN will continwalvocat-
ing for the responsible engagement of that role.

AIDS is not just a health issue, it is a justicsuis. Chil-

dren are left parentless and forced to raise thieseof- Today, all churches are living with and are affdctgy

ten causing them to drop out of school. Women i suHIV/AIDS. Despite the many challenges that the HIV/

Saharan Africa are three times more likely to beeom AIDS pandemic presents, individuals, families amane

fected than men. AIDS is not only destroying faes|ibut munities continue to face these with courage, hape

also entire communities, which in turn is destabilj en- compassion.

tire regions and weakening governments. Econoniies a

suffering the loss of productive members of sociatyl AFJN’s board, staff, and members thank Lacey far he

are struggling to bring people out of severe pgvesuch tireless efforts for justice during her time at AkJand

complex problems require serious commitment from-evwish her the best as she attains a graduate deigréeib-

ryone to find solutions that work. The U.S. hasraagral lic Health from Emory University!
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Following the conclusion of AFJN’s annual conference ithe local community with extended relatives or willing care-
October, the Touching Tiny Lives Foundation will host givers. Children are provided medical, nutritional, and emo-
luncheon to raise awareness about the effects of AID$ in #onal support, including AIDS anti-retroviral treatment, as
rica. Conference participants are invited to attend. necessary. Once placed back in the Mokhotlong community,

. . _ . TTL’'s medical, nutritional, and educational outreach extends
In the tiny southern African nation of Lesotho, an estimated to caregivers in order to encourage

270,000 people — twenty-four percent of the sound care and prevent additional

productive population - live with HIV/ abandonment.

AIDS. Globally, only the neighboring nations

of Botswana and Swaziland suffer higher infec- TTL is aided in its work not only by

tion rates. This small mountain the local community, but also by the
kingdom has become internation- Touching Tiny Lives Foundation. This

ally recognized as an example of organization, for which Fr. Theodore
how relentlessly a pandemic ex- Hesburgh serves as honorary chair,
ploits poverty and underdevelop- will be hosting a luncheon on Wednes-

Children at Touching

ment. Lesotho’s staggering rate of ; o
Tiny Lives in Lesotho

infection orphans its youth; in 2005

day, October 4, 2006 at the conclusion
of the AFJN conference at Notre Dame.

there were 97,000 AIDS orphans in receive care to battle the At the luncheon, both American and
the country, a thirty percent in- CIEEE @ AR, Basotho members of the TTL family
crease since 2003. will be present to tell the story of HIV/

] ] ] AIDS in Mokhotlong and to describe both the work being
In the city and surrounding region 0 fdone and the work left to do in Lesotho.

Mokhotlong, Lesotho, the Touching Tiny Lives (TTL) or-

ganization has taken hopeful steps toward engaging the AIBBase consider attending this luncheon to listen to thg stor
pandemic. Founded by Notre Dame alumnus Ken StorenoinTouching Tiny Lives and to see the continuing struggle
2004, TTL provides transitional care for infants who hawand growing success of Mokhotlong’s orphaned childfen.
been abandoned or severely neglected due to stigma, disgaseg information on attending the October luncheon, please
or death by AIDS, and seeks to place those children backeinail info@touchingtinylives.org

(

Save Darfur Rally at the U.N., September 17th
Join the Save Darfur Coalition in New York Citydall for U.N. peacekeeping troops to be deploye8u-
dan’s Darfur region, where a genocide has beendggiace against the region’s marginalized Blacjda-
tion for the last three years. Watch www.savedaofg for details.

AFJN Annual Conference, October 3-4th
Join other AFJN members in gathering at the Usitenf Notre Dame for this year's annual confeesnc
themed Africa’s Children: Peril and Promisé Conference participants will hear an addresmférchbishop
John Baptist Odama of northern Uganda about th#ectges facing children in war situations and fratimer
distinguished speakers. See enclosed brochur&aX Avebsite (www.afjn.org) for details.

Northern Uganda Lobby Days, October 9th-10th
AFJN is taking the lead in sponsoring northern héigafocused lobby days from October 9-10 in Washimg
DC. Participants will be coming from across th& Ufor a symposium and lobby to learn about andeake
for peace in Uganda, where a twenty-year war kas lwaged on children. Watch the website for detail

Global GuluWalk, October 21st
This year's second annual GuluWalk will take platever 100 cities to raise the profile of thesigiin north-
ern Uganda. Visit www.GuluWalk.com for details loow you can participate in your own city!
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About a year ago my name appearedAiround Africain an gested by most members and so we took as our priority pro
article announcing the hiring of the new Executive Direct@ect the situation of conflict in northern Uganda. At thme
of the Africa Faith and Justice Network. It was a time d¢ime we were asked to participate in efforts being made with
hope and promise. Many of those hopes have been fulfilledyard to other critical situations, namely those in Darfur,
and many of the promises accomplished, thanks to the tedudan, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The mem-
work of the AFJN staff, the active involvement of the NFJ bers insisted that we not forget such important issues &s deb
Board and the faithful support and participation of theMFJrade, HIV/AIDS and good governance. Networking with
members. Only a year later, my name is appearing once agaany other advocacy organizations, we have tried to respond
in Around Africa This time it is in this article, which is an-to the expectations of our members. At times those expecta-
nouncing the departure of the Executive Director of AFJNibns seemed to be little more than dreams. But without
How quickly things change --- much like the shifting sandireams there would be no goals and no action!
on the sunny shores of East Africal

| rejoice at having been part of the AFJN staff and | am con-
In February of this year, | was elected and appointed Asdiglent that my successor (see article on p.6) will step tipeto
tant Provincial of the North American Province (Canadahallenges ahead with the necessary creativity and persever-
Mexico and the United States) of the Missionaries of Africance. Since 1983, AFJN has sought to bring Africa to the
| have accepted that appointment, which takes effect on Jatiention both of the American public and of U.S. govern-
1, 2006. ment officials. This has been done, is being done and will

continue to be done with Africans and for Africans. The
This past year has been a busy one at AFIN. We startedsdnyds shift but the sea and the shore continue witielibe
moving our offices out of St, Paul’'s College and intmity and flow of their journey together!
University. Our website was recreated and our newsletter
revamped. A survey was done of our membership and AE8JN’s staff, board and members thank Fr. Bill fos hi
were thus able to write our vision statement and to determgteong leadership of AFJIN during the past year and \wigh
our action program. Conflict resolution was the focus sutipe best in future endeavors!
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Negotiations around the Darfur Peace Agreemens tlwu adequately protect civilians or to stop ongoingeks.
signed only by the Government of Sudan and a niofi
the rebel groups in the region, continue as pressuilds In the U.S., grassroots and advocacy groups cantiou
on all parties to cease violence. While the U.Skbd request that President Bush appoint a PresideBtiaby
Agreement has been lauded by many in the intemaltioto Sudan, as Robert Zoellick, Bush’s former Depbiéc-
community, holdout rebel groups are arguing thatida retary of State that worked on the issue, has meslig
grievances are not yet being addressed. Meanwhde, Moreover, 179 members of the House sent a letter to
lence has actually increased since the Agreemerst viRresident Bush yesterday, calling on him to immetira
signed, and U.N. Envoy to Sudan, Jan Pronk, watinad appoint a Special Envoy for Sudan. The letter s10tet
negotiations are on the verge of total breakdowtacks ongoing high level engagement by the U.S. govertimen
against civilians continue from both rebel groupd dan- remains critical for efforts to secure a lastinggein Dar-
jiweed militias, and spillover violence threatetedity in  fur.
neighboring Chad.

Finally, the Save Darfur Coalition has reachedjital of
At July’s African Union (AU) Summit in Banjul, Gandy collecting one million postcards to send to Prasidgush
AU leaders agreed to extend the mandate of thec&iri urging him to support a stronger multinational pobion
Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) protection forces iunt force in Darfur. Senate Majority Leader First (Thhd
the end of 2006. The mission's mandate had beeriodu&enator Clinton (NY) were present for the signirighe
expire on September 30. Momentum to convert thdAM1,000,000th postcard at a news conference on Cépito
forces into U.N. peacekeepers with greater numbarts
resources has stalled, however, as the Governnfieii-o Take Action!
dan continues to refuse access to U.N. troops. Ale Visit www.afjn.org, click on the Sudan campaigngan
Summit did not see African leaders coming to a ensgs Write a letter to your Members of Congress today!
on the issue. Meanwhile, AU troops lack the capatut
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In September, AFIN will be welcoming a new exeautivBoard member Phil Reed will be acting as Interimebi
director in the person of Rev. Rocco Puopolo, aexian tor. Phil worked in Washington from 2000-2005 ire th
Missionary. Originally from Norwood, Massachusetts]ustice and Peace Office of the Missionaries oicAfr He
Rev. Puopolo was ordained in 1977 and has sincémirspent four years in Burkina Faso both as a PeacpsCo
tered extensively in Sierra Leone, West Africa adlws volunteer and as a missionary priest. Phil alsdkea for

in the US Midwest. During his twelve years in Serreight years in Niger and for two in the Philippines

Leone he was involved in high school teaching,agél

evangelization and development, administrationiotet AFJN also has three new interns helping out inatfiee
san schools as well as various youth chaplaingyores- this summer. Beth Tuckey is a senior at Kenyonégglin

bilities. In his final assignment in Ohio where she is pursuing a B.A. in
Sierra Leone he worked as director of International Studies. Within this de-
the National Pastoral Center in gree, she focuses specifically on politi-
Kenema. cal science and African area studies.
Beth comes to AFJN from a semester-
In the United States, Rev. Puopolo abroad in Uganda with the School for
has done both seminary training and International Training (SIT) where she
advocacy work. Over the years he took classes and did field research on
worked in Milwaukee and in Chicago primary school feeding programs. As an
where he later earned a Masters of intern, she will work on the northern
Divinity in Cross Cultural Ministry Moses, Beth, and Meghan are Uganda advocacy campaign and will
from Catholic Theological Union AFJN’s new interns. carry out research on food security.
Rev. Puopolo served on the Board u
the Federation of Returned Overseas Moses Ochola is currently a student at North Cagoli

Missions (From Mission to Mission), the Milwaukeea&T State University where he is majoring in Intarn
Archdiocesan Mission Office Board and The Midwesional Studies. While at AFJN, Moses hopes to gain
Mission Task Force. He also took part in youth immeknowledge on issues pertaining to U.S. trade m@iativith
sions such as the Reach Out Program of Milwaukee africa, and is conducting research on small arnadifera-
the international Youth Peace Camp. While in Chichg tion and the African Growth and Opportunities Adbses
worked with Archdiocesan Muslim/Christian Dialoguéntends to use his experience here at AFJN nexestm
groups as well as with the Archdiocesan CRS adyisags he prepares to study abroad in Africa.
Board.

Meghan Battle attends Boston College but arrive®@
Rev. Puopolo says that he welcomes the challengé¢hen via Swaziland, where she did the first part of mern-
honor to now direct AFJN and to continue its sesvio Sh|p teaching Enghsh in an Orphanage and deVW-
Africa. riculum. She will be a sophomore in the fall majgrin

Theology and Human Development with a minor ininte
Until Rev. Puopolo arrives in September, former KFJnational Studies. She has a senior's experiendarass
work and community involvement are con-

" cerned. Amongst her many volunteer experi-
4 . ences, Meghan got involved with Invisible

Children, which led her to AFJN.
The Democratic Republic of the Congo Relief, Secuyi, and

Democracy Promotion Act (82125passed the Senate unanj- During their time at AFJN, the interns will
mOUSIy on June 29th! There is Currently no Compalbitﬂ in the have the chance to exp|ores issues of interest
House, so please call your Representatives in teséland re-| to them, sharing with us the results of their
guest that they introduce and pass the bill as asguossible. research. They will also be giving a hand to
The Jubilee Act (HR 1130X3U|’rent|y has 81 cosponsors in the the staff in the prepara‘[ions for the upcom-
House. The bill would provide much more significaiebt can- | ing annual meeting and lobby days. The
cellation for poor countries than was accomplisbedng last | staff welcomes their energy and their eager-
year's G8 Summit. Visit www.jubileeusa.org for dita ness to learn and to help.
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Conferences/Workshops:
. Great Lakes Forum: “Cross-Border Conflict in the&r

AFJN Events:
- Special Forum with Congolese Congress of America on

Lakes: Regional Problems Demand Regional Solutions.prospects for peaceful transition in the D.R. Congo

- Bill Sutherland Institute: “The Challenge of Creufi
People-Centered Economies in Africa”
- Transformation Resource Center and InternationaiRi .

Meetings:

With Senators Inhofe, Brownback and Coleman, and

Network on Large Scale Dam Development in Lesotho Representatives Payne and Smith for northern Uganda

- Global Health Council: The Youth Bulge: Risks o¥(Ci
Conflict

- Sojourner’s Pentecost 2006 Conference

- AGOA Civil Society Forum at GW University

- More, Better, and Effective Aid: The New Europead A.

Effectiveness Package at Center for Global Deveéopm

. US Institute of Peace: Peace Processes in Dartur an .

Northern Uganda

Slgn on Letters:
- Urgent call for U.S. Initiative on Health Workforae
AIDS-Impacted Countries
- To Senate Foreign Ops for Global HIV/AIDS funds
- Call for appointment of Presidential Envoy to Darfu

Brleflngs
Democratic Republic of the Congo

- Child Soldiers briefing of the House Africa Subcoitam
tee

- With Capt. Bob Wells, Adviser to Vice President Gag

on Africa for northern Uganda

- With Dr. Cindy Courville, National Security Advisen

Africa regarding northern Uganda

With staff of Senators Feingold, Coleman and Matin
regarding northern Uganda

With Ugandan Ambassador regarding northern Uganda

- With several Senate and Congressional Offices tabizo

for Jubilee Act (100% Debt Cancellation)

- ADNA & Catholic Task Force on Africa
- With Bishop Ssekemanya, Chair of the Ugandan Episco

pal Conference

- Faith-Based working group on Health Care Worker Ini

tiative for AIDS Impacted Countries

Rallies/Demonstrations
- Country Desk Officer Madeline Seidenstricker on the .

Uganda-CAN's 8,744 signatures delivered to keyeaepr
sentatives, White House and Assistant Sec. Stat&ffio
can Affairs

- Africa Action Darfur demonstration

Africa Faith and Justice Network is a
Catholic network of individual and
group members focused on Africa gnd
the experience of its people. AFJN) is| Name
committed in faith to collaborate in the

task of transforming United States m¢n-
tality and policy on Africa. It seeks o

be an instrument of education and pd
vocacy on behalf of justice for Africa.

Staff:

Phil Reed

Michael Poffenberger
Lacey Haussamen

© Africa Faith and Justice Network,
Inc. ISSN 1093-4820. Materials in

Contributing Member $50 _

Return to AFJN, 3035 Fourth St., NE, Washington, DC 20017
Ph. (202) 884-9780

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Organizational member $1,000 _

Fax: 202-884-9774
http:/www.afjn.org

email: afjn@afjn.org

Around Africa are copyrighted and

may be used provided AFJN is given
credit.

Advocacy for justice and peace in Africa doesn’t just happaRJN needs your
help and participation! Thank you for your financial spport.
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Now at afjn.org you can:
Donate and pay membership dues online
Write Congress directly from our website
Read daily updates with news, reflection, andtsler
Join the AFJN eNetwork for regular e-mail commuticma
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