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By Peter Quaranto

In the previous newsletter, Phil Reed describedctieation of the U.S. Africa Com-
mand (AFRICOM), which signifies deeper and susthibleS. military engagement on
the continent. Yet, AFRICOM is hardly surprisingetmilitarization of U.S. Africa pol-

icy has been underway for a decade now. The ddhgegh lies in what is increasingly
absent: accountability.

Ironically, the latest phase in U.S. Africa polibggan and is
now culminating with Somalia. The end of the Coldal
brought new Western optimism for humanitarian opens,
especially in Africa. The first Bush administratian its final
days, authorized 25,000 U.S. marines for “peacekgépn
Somalia. President Clinton supported this missigrtil eight-
een troops were brutally killed in October 1993 nigstic pres-
sure forced rapid withdrawal.

The resulting cynicism led Clinton to issue the dais Presi-
dential Decision Directive 25, stating that the Ua®uld only Peter Quaranto at

send peacekeepers to conflicts that “pose direetathto our Northern Uganda
national security.” For some, this signaled disgegaent from Lobby Days in Octo-
Africa. However, the result was not detachment, dulttler re- Per 2006.

lationships. In particular, U.S. policy since hasofitized

strengthening bilateral military relationships wikéy geo-strategic allies, such as Nige-
ria, Ethiopia and Uganda. In exchange for supportinS. interests, these allies have
received increased aid, diplomatic support andamlicooperation.

Military assistance and training of these Africdliea has also steadily increased, much
of it under the heading of “peacekeeping.” Clintannched the Africa Crisis Response
Initiative (ACRI), which current President Bush tamitinued under the new name Af-
rican Contingency Operations Training and Assigta(®COTA). Between these two
programs, the U.S. trained at least 10,000 Afrizanps from 1997 to 2005. Though
helpful to build capacity, this training has preged particular national militaries, in-
(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)
stead of regional or sub-regional bodies.

The ‘War on Terror’ has changed the political laagse,
but U.S. privileging of military relationships hasly in-
creased. According to the World Policy Institutereign
military financing has doubled from 2000 to 200@0@i-
nation on counterterrorism has intensified existadt-
ances and fostered new unlikely ties with statet sas
Algeria and Sudan. Intelligence sharing and mifitac-
cess have taken clear priority over peacemaking.

In addition, the U.S. military has sought unpreceeé
access to the continent. The 2002 establishmethiedD;i-
bouti-based Combined Joint Task Force — Horn ofcAfr
has placed at least 1,800 U.S. troops permanemttire
region. This has coincided with the establishmeht
“access points,” where the U.S. military can refietraft,

for this incursion, supported with two air strikeis south-
ern Somalia on 8 and 23 January. The quick defietiteo
Islamists was hailed as a victory for counter-tesro, yet
optimism faded as Mogadishu plunged into violence.
March and April have brought the worst violencé&ama-

lia since its civil war in the early 1990s.

Yet, as one journalist aptly put it: “Somalia byrimit
does anyone care?” Surely, some of us do. Theiguoest
though, is how we expose and engage these reesuolstr
How do we begin mobilizing now before Somalia be-
comes just the first in a long line of new proxyrsvin
Africa? The erosion of political accountability Wilkely
continue as military relationships deepen with ddeent

of AFRICOM.

Ontil we name this phenomenon, we cannot engage-or
sist it. The first step must be a serious apprai$ahis

ter_nporarily ho_use_ soldier_s and store equipment.hSL_miIitarization, understanding its roots and contésttis is
points now exist in Algeria, Kenya and Uganda. This conversation not just for those in Washingtort, fou

groundwork provides a foundation for AFRICOM.

The strategy here is to position the U.S. militargupport
regional allies as they pursue specific U.S. cauietieor
objectives on the continent. Rather than gettingged
down in Somalia as happened in 1993, why not lecaf
militaries do the dirty work? Many African leadeemx-
ious for aid and diplomatic cover, have happily egted
such arrangements. The perk (or peril) of this aggh is
that accountability is elusive.

This brings us back to Somalia. At the end of 2@18jo-

peacebuilders and activists throughout Africa.

As U.S. engagement in Africa continues, the messdge
Isaiah could not be timelier: “And they shall beheir
swords into ploughshares, and spears into pruniudd)
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, heitshall
they learn war any more.” We must become the Isaiafh
today.

Peter is a Marshall Scholar, studying at the Unsrr of
Bradford’s Peace Studies department. He co-founded
AFJN'’s sponsored campaign, the Uganda Conflictakcti

pia invaded to dismantle the Union of Islamic CeurtNetwork, which has become Resolve Uganda. He now
(UIC), who had seized control of Mogadishu just siworks as a senior researcher for that organization.

months before. The U.S., along with giving tacipegval
) mi * + n ,

Excitement is growing over AFJN’s upcoming"2&nni-
versary celebration to be held April 18-21, 2008tle
Washington area. Naturally, we're all thrilled tthsFJIN
has been able to persevere through a quarter ehtry

of education and advocacy. However, the way inctvhi

we’re going to be celebrating that event promisdset one
of the high points of our history.

Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, world famous development ecusto

and humanitarian has agreed to address the assembl

Saturday morning, speaking to us abtunhited States

this author, professor and friend of AFJN.

Entitled, “Celebrating Africa: Analysis to Action,” the
conference will include five workshops, three onaxhcy
topics and two on organizing at parish and unitetev-
els. There will be a surprise guest speaker faidyrieve-
ning and a gala dinner on Saturday. Being an aubyoc
organization, we will offer the possibility to aliartici-
pants to lobby their members of Congress on Moriday

1%, So, mark your calendars now, save the date ame c
0 Washington to celebrate, analyze and advocate.

POlicy and Africa: An Assessment of the Current ihdm P.S. The program committee is |00king for p|Cthrem

stration and Imperatives for the Next.The participants AFJN'’s historyl from annual meetings’ demonstrajon

will then be able to engage Prof. Sachs with qaestand briefings or whatever. If you have any that youkeIto
comments. See our website for more informationuabashare, please contact the office. Thanks
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Archbishop Francois-Xavier Maroy of Bukavu, Demoanony of captured infiltrators recruited from Rwanralad
ratic Republic of Congo, in a recent letter to theench Burundi.  One of them explained that he was psenchia
ambassador (see the AFJN website), raised the atarm job opportunity in the Congo. But when he got thére
what he deemed to be an imminent return to wahe twas taken to a military training camp from which &
East of Congo. HereJacques Bahati an AFJN intern caped.

originally from the DRC, offers us his take on tiresent
precarious situation: History also seems to point to what authoritieshie East

are saying about a new war. Since 1990 and thiariag

In late May, the provincial government of the Solikiu  of the efforts to overthrow the Hutu regime of Juale
province and the church in the eastern Congo raised Habyarimana in Rwanda, the Congolese Banyamulenge
alarm, stating that they had evidence of immineapara- have been part of the planning, the beginning aedend

tion for war against the Congo coming from the e@be of both the Rwandan war and the 1996 invasion afgto

Democratic Republic of the Congo has always
been at war at all fronts. Who are its enemies?
An analysis reveals three. The first is its own
government. The D.R.C. has never had a re-
sponsible government, only selfish and cor-
rupt ones. The second is made up of the for-
eign multinationals that have been looting

Congolese natural resources, leaving nothing
to the people and nurturing war by arming

rebel factions. The third enemy is comprised
of foreign nations. The D.R. Congo has a
long and painful history of colonization, neo-

After the Tutsi, exiled from the Hutu revolu-
tion of 1959 in Rwanda, retook in 1994 the
power that they had held since the 1300s, they
moved on with their plan to have a Tutsi-led
central Africa. They invaded the Congo, using
the Banyamulenge citizenship crisis that ex-
isted even prior to their participation in the
Hutu-Tutsi Rwandan war. This issue was
minimized, if not supported, by the interna-
tional community that accepted the Rwandan
Tutsi-led government’s pretext to invade the
Congo: that the Congo had welcomed the for-

colonization and the foreign military invasiol Archbishop Maroy of mer Rwandan army. The war was long and
by its neighbors Rwanda, Uganda and B Bukavu very deadly.
rundi, who occupied three quarters of the
country from 1996 until recently. Today, Congolese still suffer from the conse-
quences of the recent war, namely the birth oftrdsmed
On May 28", UN radio announced a report of the infiltraself-defense groups, the presence on the Congtdese
tion of foreign fighters in the Minebwe Mountain$:..a tory of the Hutu armed factions that hope to return
Burundian was presented to the governor of theipcev power in Rwanda and the rebellion movement of Lature
by the commander of the ®@egional military, General Nkunda, who today is the cause of many massacréeeof
Sylvain Tshikwej. The man said that he was cdathat people in the North and South Kivu provinces. $heu-
his sport club in Bujumbura (Burundi) to participdh a rity situation in eastern Congo has never improsede
competition in Uvira (South Kivu). When he gotG@on- its invasion by Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda. Jostaf
golese territory, he was taken with two other Balians the many recent events reported by the UN radio MON
to the Minebwe Mountains at gun point. After heagsed, involved 500 families of the village of Kanyiola wiiled
he was captured by a soldier of thé"t@gional military. their homes. Some were kidnapped, women were raped
The South Kivu province governor, Celestin Cibalmnzand others killed. Thousands fled Kisharo in Ruts/
said that he was worried about the situation. ofding to  North Kivu.
him, it was a recruitment to destabilize the proeih

The cry of the Catholic Church in South Kivu is lzak
What the central government in Kinshasa has called lenge to the D.R. Congo government to tackle theston
interethnic conflict, calling for a round table foegotia- of the readiness of the Congolese army to secuaeepe
tions, was rejected by political and religious awities with Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi and to deal with th
from the East, who, through Archbishop Maroy'sdett issues of the Banyamulenge (because of their oekttip
made clear that the evidence points not only termal to these countries in planning to harm Congolet®,
actors such as the Banyamulenge, but to neighborisigned Hutu of the F.N.L from Burundi, the rebelstiud
countries. This information is based in part on tibsti- (Continued on page 9)
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By Hervé de Bailleux emphasized that the rule of law and political aillall lev-
The first major project of Congo Global Action (C§A els of government are the most critical sectors the
took place from March 20 -22 in Brussels. CGA merabeDRC's recovery.
in Brussels organized the conference entitle@ongo:
After the elections, next stepsikhe International RescueMr. Jean-Claude Willamme, professor at the Cathdhe
Committee (IRC) was the main host, with supporirfro versity of Louvain la Neuve, discussed the lackalitical
several student clubs. Together, they organizedstlte process for peace and reconciliation. In additibare is a
cessful conference at the Catholic University ofivain la gross absence of any formal funding and comprehensi
Neuve. More than 100 people attended the threaiag plan for security sector reform for the countryo dompli-
conference. The majority of the attendees wereeusity ment his discussion, Mr. Xavier Zeebroeck, researet
students and first and second generation Congotese GRIP (a think tank specializing in peace and s&cusk
grants to Europe. sues), gave a historical review of the UN’s roleQNUC)

in the DRC since 2002. He demonstrated the wayhichv
The first day was organized around two of the timidlars MONUC's responsibilities and tasks were increased a
of CGA: saving livesandending economic exploitatian they demonstrated success. This expansion of rhesir-
the DRC. The film “Congo — A country under siegedsv date then won them the support of the Congolespl@eo
screened. Mr. Murhabazi, Director from the Coegel
NGO, BVES, « Bureau pour le Volontariat au serwilee The political and economic environment discussiwese
'Enfance et de la Santé », headquartered in Bukawpresented by Mr. Pierre-Antoine Braud (Institut tiiéees
gave a detailed presentation of the current huiewdain de Sécurité) and Bob Kabamba (Université de Liege).
situation in Eastern Congo and highlighted the wafrihe
national NGOs. Several of the university studentat- The last evening was dedicated to a vibrant disocossf
tendance expressed great interest in volunteenmijoa development assistance to the DRC. This debatdesias
interning with national NGOs throughout the DRC. by Mr. Vincke, from the Belgium AID Office and Mr.

Rosa, a member of the cabinet of the European Cemmi
Anouk Franck of NIZA ((Nederlandse Instituut voorsioner for Development. Many of the Congolese ia th
Zuidelijk Africa) gave a thorough overview of theas- audience expressed the need for the Congolesekéo ta
parency initiative for extractive industries. NIA&orks charge of their own destiny and not depend anyhéuron
with the Fatal Transactions Coalition and outlitleel mu- international assistance.
tual responsibilities that the government; privetgustry
and civil society all have in improving methodslgprac- At the end of the conference, many of the studeets
tices when it comes to exploiting the wealth ofunalt re- mained in order to discuss how they could get el
sources throughout the DRC. and remain active in regards to the DRC. The Iational

Catholic Student Movement facilitated the discussio
Philippe Cornélis of Greenpeace Belgium spoke abimt about how to move forward with more activities sach
social, environmental and ecological risks that eomith  film events so that people can learn about the Déx@ert
the methods used in extracting natural resourcethén panels, and internships in the DRC with local NGOs
DRC. He particularly focused on the forestry seend assist in the humanitarian situation. They alsoddetthat
the importance of the government in implementirsptd  the Student Club “Cafrikap” would be the focal poior
environmental policy to protect, preserve and regate Congo Global Action activities at the University.
forests.

The Congo Global Action coalition is planning a et
The second day focused on the third pillar of CGsep- conference in Washington DC from November 11 to 13,
ing people safe from harnMr. Ladislas de Coster, Pro-2007. A third conference in Africa is in the plamp
gram Manager for Lawyers without Borders, outliied stages for 2008.  AFJN is one of the founding imers
challenges currently facing the DRC as they rebthiel of this coalition, and Rocco Puopolo serves orexscu-
judicial sectors and attempt to assure accessstigu He tive committee.

Please plan to attend the November Congo GlobabAd¢tonference and Lobby Day in Washington, D®@in dis to
advocate for the DRC and call for increased loaadl énternational response, beginning at the grasssdevel.
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By Dr. Mike Gable Fr. Rocco Puopolo of AFJIN. In this process, it basn
Remember the Ben E. King song from the 19&8and by energizing to see new relationships now being mitur
Me? What a terrific piece of music that warmly capsirearchdiocese among Africans, African Americans and
the meaning of human friendship and solidarity.e ThS. members of other cultures. (Please see our newcpubl
Catholic bishops’ 2001 documerd, Call to Solidarity tion, Stand with Africaa guide for our parishes and exam-
With Africareflects the same message: “U.S. Dioceses aptes  of  parish  twining at our  website:
parishes have found twinning with dioceses andshas www.catholiccincinnati.org/mission).

in Africa and other parts of the world to be enimchex-

periences of communion with other members of thdybo Because of these personal friendships with Africans
of Christ and a means of deepening bonds of sdldarthrough our twinning endeavors, it's been mucherasnd
with a church in need.” It's all about buildinglaton- understandable for our parishes to consider advrédr
ships and solidarity in God’s family... standingthvand a variety of pieces of legislation affecting Afrizarecent

for one another in good and bad times.

A priest of the archdiocese of
Cincinnati, Fr. Paul Rehling,

had taught at a seminary in
Ghana and developed friend-
ships there. When he re-
turned in 1991 to become
pastor of St. Aloysius church
in  Cincinnati, Ohio, he

gradually built a twinning

relationship between our par-
ish and the diocese of Jasikan
in Ghana. After my family

returned from lay missionary
work with Maryknoll,

to join. Over these years,
we've had four of their
priests as our assistants while they completed reodvh
studies at our local seminary. We've connected Vaitial

h We_' Dr. Mike Gable, guests from Ghana and a delegditam his
found this to be a great parisl narish visit Congressman Chabot in his Ohio office.

years. During a recent April visit from Ghana, aieour
twinning friends, Sr. Philip-
pine Dzormeku, explained,
“It is terrible to see our peo-
ple often die in transit to
distant clinics or find few or
no medical workers when
they arrive.” Consequently,
it was not difficult for St.
Al's leadership to allow our
twinning committee to gen-
erate letters about the new
African Health Capacity
Investment Act, now Senate
bill #805, as recommended
by Phil Reed of the AFJN
staff. We learned from him
that passage of this bill
would directly deal with the
severe shortage of health care workers in Africa.

Ghanaian Catholics and choirs and have developad reWith the blessing of our pastor at St. Al's, ounrtming

tionships that have brought new life and hope &arial
harmony to our nearly all white parish. In turrdazen of
our parishioners have visited these priests and tioene
villages in Ghana over these years and learnekedf joy
and Spirit filled cultures as well as their seveeds, es-
pecially in health care and education.

Beside the 40 parishes in our diocese twinning witrer
parts of the world and the US, this example of Bt

solidarity with African churches is now spreadiogother
parishes during our five-year Archdiocese Africanli-S
darity Project. This effort has led to a highly sessful
African World Mission Sunday Mass and Celebratiast |
October in Cincinnati. This event will be repeatieid Oc-
tober and my Mission Office is adding an “Africaru
mit” this September in Dayton, Ohio, with the supipaf

committee explained this bill in our recent chubthietin,

and on the following weekend we provided sampletst
for our parishioners to read and sign after theddasWe
have found that this as a great education tool dHatvs

parishioners to: a) learn about African issuesdpreciate
Catholic Social Justice Principles, and c) demeanstheir
global solidarity as U.S. Catholic citizens. Asesult, St.
Al's parish alone generated 500 signed letters t@o#

250 each to our congressperson directly and taitte of
one our senators in early May.

Sr. Philippine and our current Ghanaian resideiesprr.
Vincent Antie, accompanied our twinning committee t
these offices to share their own stories of hezdtle prob-
lems to add real depth and urgency to this isgiés was
(Continued on page 8)
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Several AFIJN members headed to Nairobi last Jant@rySister Theresia ... and sessions educating women about
attend the World Social Forum. Some of their elperes who they are and what their rights are.

can be found on the AFJN website under

News.” Ivlemb(gister Jacinta | went to workshops promoting education

for all, and about the differences between urbath ranal
issues in education. | learned more about the rieed
teachers in Uganda and about many unemployed tesache
in Somalia.

Two members of the AFJIN Board of Directors, Johai-Kl
derer and Sr. Ann Oestreich, were there as well.A8n
said, “There is no alternative to being there, peigating,
networking and strategizing with people from fivante- LS: What was the most surprising thing you saw or
nents and over 140 countrieg=ind below part of an arti- learned at the forum?

cle from “LifeSigns” magazine in which
Sr. Ann interviewed four of the six Sis-
ters of the Holy Cross (Daisy Kabuleeta,
Edith Tumuhimbise, Jacinta Katusabe
and Theresia W. Mbugdavho attended
the Forum. Her hope is that their re-
flections for “LifeSigns” (and “Around
Africa”) can give a glimpse into the
character of this unique event.

Sister Edith: Everywhere | went, every-
thing | heard and saw was an eye-opener for
me. | knew that there are problems every-
where, but listening to people describe what
was happening to them made everything
much more real for me. When | listened to
people from Palestine speak about their
situation, | was deeply touched. | felt as if |
had been there with them.

LS: Can you describe your experience Sister Daisy | was surprised by the focus
of the World Social Forum? on empowering women. And people really
. e et struggled with difficult questions, global
S'SE?"IET?]'th' : d|((jjn_t tlh'gkd't WOUIId ]E)e Sr. Ann Oestreich, IHM with questions impacting street children, food
Sﬁ 'g: the CrO\II(\; _Irnhcu ﬁ IpeOpIZ ron‘ Holy Cross sisters in Nairobi ~and education. People were working to-

?he?gler € world. The whole world wa; gether to find answers.

Sister Theresia | was glad that people from
ere present, and their issues brougivafd.

But | was disappointed to find some forms of oppi@s
present even inside the forum—vendors, especihtige
selling food, charged very high prices. And Cocda@o
and the World Bank were present. They seemed out of
place.

Sister Jacinta The venue was so large and spread out.é}
was a challenge to choose a session (from the bdadrb
going on simultaneously) to attend, and then td fih

Sister Daisy It was wonderful—people coming togetheghe slums W
from everywhere to discuss common problems in thasa
of water, poverty, gender, agriculture, childremman
rights ... and to celebrate the variety of culturesspnt
there. | was especially happy to see the Ugandhuaral
dances being performed.

ster Theresia | will try to understand people and issues
etter, and be more aware of what is happeninigenives

of people around me. | want to share these expmie
Sister Theresia | expected to meet all kinds of peoplewith my team members and incorporate these undetsta
including those suffering from injustices and thaeseig- ings into our radio ministry.

gling against injustice. | attended workshops gratour- Sister Jacinta It helped me to talk to other teachers about

aged us to make changes where we are—to act Igea"%ow to work in large classrooms with more than $06
and was able to collect a lot of resources on sselating dents at a time. It was good to share ideas Wit

to women, children, the situation of the familyddand.
Sister Edith: Our Sisters of the Holy Cross in Africa are

working with all of the social problems discussadiae
forum. It was good to get new ideas from otherskingy
on the same problems. It built up my courage andema
me feel hopeful.

Sister Edith: ... and human rights, especially street chil-

dren and child trafficking, land issues ... (Continued on page 7)

LS: What kinds of workshops and sessions did yownd®e

Sister Daisy | went to sessions on HIV/AIDS, food secu
rity, women and work, violence in Somalia ...
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From June through August, AFJN will have the sawiof the positive and negative impacts of developmenthen
four students who introduce themselves to our megribe people. Her experience there motivated her desisee
this article. You can see their pictures on the]lRRveb- "the other side" of development—the policy and adwy
site. side in DC.

Rehana Merchant who hails from Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-Anne Vickers originally from Franklin, TX, is a senior
vania, has just concluded her sophomore year aityri Nonprofit Management major at Furman University in
University. Her area of concentration is Matheg®gmtShe Greenville, SC. She is participating in George dfas
most recently become interested in African affaifier University’'s Summer Institute on International Dge
attending a Trinity sponsored program this padtvi@th ment, and her internship with AFJIN is a part of fine-
guest speaker Father Rocco on "Conflict Diamonds" gram. She has a strong interest in internatiorakldp-
Sierra Leone. Her newfound interests are the gdadn ment and the work of NGOs, and she is looking fodita
Sudan and the major conflict behind child soldierg\f- the hands-on experience she will receive while wgrk
rica. At AFJN, Rehana plans to gain a more in ldept- with AFIN. Anne will be spending her time primarig-
derstanding of the genocide in Sudan and will frrthx- searching the issues of water campaigns in Afnigzo |s
plore the ways in which child soldiers can be rditated. water quality, conservation, and access. Shealgth be
conducting secondary research on refugees and IDPs
Sara Snideris a small-town girl making her way in DC(Internally Displaced Persons) and working with &N
for the summer. Sara leaves the peaceful St. Lmmere staff to prepare the #%Anniversary Celebration booklet.
River in northern New York State each August tadgtu
Economic Policy and International Peace at the ehsity Jeff Weaver just finished his freshman year at Swarth-
of Notre Dame. When she's not studying or workimg more College, where he plans to major in econonfcs.
economic justice topics, she participates in thellitDrgi- lifelong resident of the Washington, DC area, heetohu-
cal Choir and ushers at the Debartolo Performings Ammidity, the Metro, and Code Red days. Jeff firstdae
Center to get her kick of performing arts. This aogrfall interested in Africa his senior year of high schaghen
she will be a senior with a lot on her plate, inlihg the studying barriers to development in Nigeria and ehig,
responsibilities of co-president of ND's AFJN clegipthe and has since devoted much of his academic lignmdar
co-director of the first annual student ConferentdHu- areas. He has a special interest in disarmamentemad-
man Development, as well as simply being an avidhme bilization processes, economic development, anditira
ber of the Economic Justice (Fair Trade) subgrdupne- of Africa. At AFJN, Jeff will primarily focus on #con-
nesty International ND. For the fall semester 60& flict in Somalia and issues surrounding US domefsiim
Sara studied Development abroad in Uganda with tkebsidies and trade.
School for International Training, learning firsirid both

(Continued from page 6) Sister Edith: If I had the opportunity to go, yes, | certainly
LS: If you had the opportunity to attend the World Sbci would—but not if my attendance would keep anotliger s
Forum again in 2009, would you ter from going who had never
go? Would you encourage other been to the forum. More of our
sisters to attend? sisters should attend.

Sisters Theresia and Jacinta | Sister Daisy It was definitely
wish we had been more visible as worth going. | know that the
Sisters of the Holy Cross. Many World Social Forum has changed
congregations sent large delega- me and changed everything for
tions, and they had banners and me: what | see around me, how |
displays about their ministries. | am in ministry, how | see other
think we should be more visible people and their struggles. |

next time. would definitely go again.
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By Phil Reed
Over the past couple of months, | have been workiily
other DC based Africa advocates to engage the R8s
dential candidates on African issues. Several imget

a stand or endorsing any particular candidate. Hdram,
to be held in Washington, will be a chance for ¢hadi-
dates to elaborate even more on their answers cane- t
spond to further questions to be asked by the aaodie

have been held, chaired by Greg Simpkins of thenLemembers.

Sullivan Foundation, to reflect on the best waysdmpel
the candidates to think about their eventual Afpodicy.
Some of the groups around the table include thernat
tional Rescue Committee, the US Institute for Petue
Africa Society, Save Darfur, Constituency for A&iand
many more.

The plan is to hold a Presidential Forum in the tinaof
October 2007, inviting the candidates to an evewiedi-
cated to Africa policy. At this point, a questiame with

The questionnaire could act as a guide for AFIN bazm
across the country to engage the candidates adrténes)
about over the next few months. If we can make $hait,
in their meetings with voters, they are always dske
question about their Africa policy and attituddrt per-
haps we will eventually see more positive attenpard to
the many issues that have their roots in US paliny that
cause difficulty for the people of Africa. Keepedking
the AFJN website for the questions, and eventuglby

ten rather substantive and detailed questions iegbeanswers, of the candidates.

drafted by the group. When the questionnaire @&liind it
will be sent to all the presidential candidates #re regis-
tered with the Federal Elections Commission. Thal
be asked to respond to the questions by the eAdigiist.
The questionnaire will be posted on the AFJN weba#
soon as it is ready.

The working group will study the answers of the dian
dates and then publicize those answers, but wittadirg

All of the candidates are being questioned in rpldtiven-
ues and forums. Recently in DC, | attended the8agrs
event in which three major Democratic candidatesewe
asked how their faith influenced their politics that dis-
cussion, issues close to AFJN'’s heart such as Dadf\/
AIDS and poverty were necessarily voiced. Let'gfke
them thinking, talking and eventually acting.

(Continued from page 5)

also a great opportunity for our parishioners and Afri-
can friends to learn of our legislative process hod we
U.S. citizens/parishioners show our solidarity witfrica.
“I was afraid to see Congressman Chabot the finse,t
said retired secretary Barb Wuest of St. Al's, “laditer
visiting my friends in Ghana, my love for them got
through my fears. | now feel empowered to contithis

ning relationships to become advocates for and with
African sisters and brothers. I'm glad to repdrattthat
other parishes and dioceses are now lobbying wstloru
Senate bill 805. However, I'm especially enthutieat |

now serve on AFJN'’s board, as we are now reachimd¢oo
other U.S. parishes and dioceses in order to enlard
unite with their efforts of solidarity/advocacy Wwifor Af-

ricans.

ministry.” Stand by Méhas become a concrete reality, not

just a nice song for us.

If you have suggestions or comments to help owrsffor
similar stories of solidarity/advocacy for us, eHn#eEJN,

Our local senators and congresspersons pride thesaseor me at: mgable(at)catholiccincinnati.org. As bighops
on being conservative, Republican, pro-life, Cadthol conclude in their 2001 pastoral letter, A Call wli&arity
“budget hawks.” Consequently, our parishioners t@oin with Africa, “We indeed mutually enrich each othier
out in our visits to them that our U.S. tax dollarsuld be mission when we engage one another as sistersratid b
better spent for pro-life purposes if more anddydtiealth ers in Christ.” ...or in other words, Stand by me!

care workers could be funded in Africa to actualdmin-

ister needed medicines and services. They aghe¢d\t- Dr Gable is an AFIJN Board Member and Mission Office

rican economic development is not possible withHmasgic
health care and personnel to administer it.

As Archdiocesan Mission Office director, it's a lrbdess-
ing to see ordinary parishioners around our arcledie
allowing the Spirit to empower them through theset

Director, Archdiocese of Cincinnati. On June 20n&er
Voinovich decided to co-sponsor Senate bill 8050n-C
gratulations to Mike and his parishioners for pnogionce
again that local action is essential to achievimglr policy
change.
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(Continued from page 3) Uganda ended a meeting attempting to find a salut®m
L.R.A from Uganda the Interahamwe from Rwanda whahe security issue. From June 12 to 14, 200UNevas
live and operate on the Congolese territory attagkheir to hold a conference on disarmament, demobilizasiod
countries and harming Congolese. reinsertion (DDR), as part of the effort to asgtst newly

elected government in addressing one of its mamy- ch
On June 7, 2007, in Lubumbashi, Rwanda, Burundi af@nges.

177 !

Sign-on Letters: - June 19: Pittsburgh, PA: Conference with the Spirit
- Letter of Solidarity and Peace to our Brothers &rslers Community Assembly & Retreat
in Zimbabwe
- Statement calling for Leadership Selection Reforth@ Conferences & Meetings:
World Bank and the IMF - Participation in the Sojourners/Call to Action Asdgy
in Washington
AFJN Events:
- May 2nd: At Trinity University: Brown bag lunchde  Working Group Meetings:
turing Fr. Charles Kitima, President of the Cath&lni- - DR Congo Coalition

versity of Tanzania, Mwanza - Northern Uganda working group
- May 22-23: At Trinity University: AFJN Board of Dec- - Advocacy Network for Africa
tors Meeting - Catholic Working Group on Sudan

- June 7: At Trinity U: Input in Nursing Class on Heg - Water working group
and Art, with examples from Child Soldier rehabition - Catholic Task Force on Africa
activities

- June 11: Facilitation of meeting of heads of FalBased ** Rocco wishes to announce that former intern, Beth
Agencies with authorities from the Special Coursof  Tuckey has been hired as staff for AFIN. Shebeijin
erra Leone working in early July. Welcome back, Beth!!

The Africa Faith and Justice Net-
work, inspired by the Gospel and i
formed by Catholic Social Teachir
educates and advocates for just r
tions with Africa.

Staff Address

Rocco Puopolo, s.x. i .
Phil Reed city ___ _ _ _ _ ______ State Zip

i MEMBERSHIP FORM

W o 3

Interns: Email
Jacques Bahati
Rehana Merchant Contributing Member $50 _ ___ Organizational member $1,000
Sara Snider
Jeff Weaver
Anne Vickers

Return to AFJN, 125 Michigan Ave NE, Washington, DC 20017
Ph. (202) 884-9780  Fax: 202-884-9774 email: afin@afjn.org
© Africa Faith and Justice Network, http://www.afjn.org
Inc. ISSN 1093-4820. Materials in
Around Africa are copyrighted and
may be used provided AFJN is giver| | Advocacy for justice and peace in Africa doesn’t just happaRJN needs
credit. your help and participation! Thank you for your finarial support.
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