
 
 
 

How Do Your Representatives Vote on Africa Issues? 
 
First, know who your representatives are. To find out, go to www.congress.org for your senators and 
www.house.gov for your house representatives. 
 
There is no comprehensive list of all votes placed on African issues for each representative, so you may 
have to do some searching. A good place to start is with your representatives’ website. Explore their 
stances on issues and see if you can find anything under the headings of “foreign policy” or 
“humanitarian aid” or something of the sort. This will usually give you a clue as to how they swing on 
issues relating to developing countries and Africa.  
 
Another great place to start is at http://www.govtrack.us/ where you can search by representative or 
subject. So if you find the “Africa (Sub-Saharan)” category, you can see all of the bills relating to issues 
such as ours and who sponsored or co-sponsored the legislation. 
 
You can also go to http://thomas.loc.gov/, the Library of Congress website. Here you can type in a 
keyword (i.e. “Africa”) and find bills relating to it. Often, the introducers of the bill will be included in 
the text. The Government Printing Office (http://www.gpoaccess.gov/bills/index.html) provides a 
similar service if you like this method of searching. 
 
Finally, The Washington Post has an Africa issues vote database at 
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/congress/bill-categories/africa-sub-saharan/. Each bill relating to 
sub-Saharan Africa is documented and vote roll calls are listed.  


